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NEW COALITION GOVERNMENT. Julius Raab, head of the 
recently dissolved Austrian Government, having been charged 
y President Theodore Koerner to form a new government in 
1cecordance with the results of the May 13 election, has 
formed a new coalition government made up of representa- 
tives of the People’s and Socialist parties. The new govern- 
ment, the second Raab-Schaerf Government, was sworn in by 
the President on June 29. The members of the new Cabinet 
Chancellor: Julius Raab, People’s party. 
Vice-Chancellor: Adolf Schaerf, Socialist party. 
Minister of Foreign Affairs: Leopold Figl, People’s party. 
Undersecretaries of State: Bruno Kreisky, Socialist party. 
Franz Gschnitzer, People’s °’ 
Oskar Helmer, Socialist party. 
Franz Grubhofer, People’s party. 
Heinrich Drimmel, ’’ 7” 
Otto Tschadek, Socialist party. 
Reinhard Kamitz, People’s ”’ 
Fritz Bock, People’s party. 


Minister of the Interior: 
Undersecretary of State: 
Minister of Education: 
Minister of Justice: 
Minister of Finance: 
Undersecretary of State: 
Minister of Trade and 
Reconstruction: 

Undersecretary of State: 


Udo Illig, People’s Party. 
Eduard Weikhart, Socialist 
party. 
Vinister of Agriculture 
and Forestry: 
Minister of Communications 
and Power: 


Franz Thoma, People’s party. 


Karl Waldbrunner, Socialist 
party. 
Minister of Social Welfare: Anton Proksch, Socialist party. 
Minister of National Defense: Ferdinand Graf, People’s ”’ 
Undersecretary of State: Karl Stefani, Socialist party. 


The Ministry of National Defense is a newly established 
Cabinet position, headed by Ferdinand Graf who, since 1945, 
neld the office on an Undersecretary of State in the Ministry 

f the Interior. He was replaced in the latter office by Franz 
wubhofer, Member of Parliament for Vorarlberg. Other new 
members of the Government are Franz Gschnitzer, Member of 
Parliament for Tyrol, as Second Undersecretary of State in 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Parliament Member Eduard 
“Veikhart as Undersecretary of State in the Ministry of Trade 
ind Karl Stefani as Undersecretary of State in the Ministry of 
National Defense. Otto Tschadek held the position of Minis- 
ter of Justic> from 1949 to 1952. 

The future collaboration between the two coalition 
oartners, the People’s party and the Socialist party is based 
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GOVERNMENT DECLARATION ON NATIONAL AND ECO- 
NOMIC POLICY. On July 4, Chancellor Raab presented the 
declaration of the new Government to Parliament at a special 
session attended, among others, by President Koerner and 
members of the diplomatic corps, including U.S. Ambassador 
Thompson. 

Freedom Regained 


Chancellor Raab pointed out that this is the first time 
the declaration of a newly formed Government does not 
contain the demand for restoration of Austria’s freedom and 
rights, since these demands have now been fulfilled. 

Like all of its predecessors since 1945, the present 
government is also a coalition government. However, although 
the principle of collaboration has been maintained, there 
has been a redistribution of assignments in accordance with 
the results of the election. As a result, the first draft laws 
which the Government is submitting to Parliament concern 
a reorganization of the spheres of action of certain minis- 
tries and the establishment of a Vinistry of National Defense. 
The formation of the last-mentioned ministry underlines 
fustria’s determination to defend her neutrality and in- 
violability. 

The Chancellor’s declaration indicated that the proposed 
law on jurisdictions would involve far-reaching innovations 
with respect to the administration of the nationalized enter- 
prises. He stated that nationalized industry should not and 
must not be an end in itself and that it must serve all of the 
Austrian people. It is intended that these enterprises enter 
into competition with the rest of industry, under equivalent 
competitive conditions. 

Upward Economic Development 

In the part of his declaration dealing with economic 
policy, Herr Raab pointed out that full employment, which 
four years ago seemed to be unattainable, has now been 
achieved. He also mentioned that the index of industrial 
production has risen from 170 to 232 since 1953 and the 
productivity index from 106 to 130. Foreign trade volume has 
risen from 150 to 270. By and large, the price level remained 
stable; currently, the cost of living index is even somewhat 
lower than during the same month in 1952. 

Among the other economic developments noted in the 
Government declaration is the marked increase in savings 
activity, interpreted as a token of national confidence. 

Between 1953 and 1955, the net wages index rose from 
597 to 660. According to the latest statistical data, it has 
nbw reached 689, representing an increase of 4 per cent ina 

(Continued on page 3) 
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HAMMARSKJOELD IN VIENNA. UN Secretary General Dag 
Hammarskjoeld arrived in Vienna for a three days’ visit on 
July 8. The Secretary held talks with the Chancellor and mem- 
bers of the government and saw some of the capital’s art 
treasures. 


AUSTRIA PROTESTS BORDER INCIDENTS. Federal 
Chancellor Julius Raab and Foreign Minister Leopold Figl 
called in Otakar Vasek, the Czechoslovak Minister in Vienna, 
on July 7. A note of protest was handed the representative 
of Austria’s northern neighbor referring to two recent border 
incidents in which Czech frontier guards had opened fire on 


Austrian citizens, inflicting serious injuries. 


BUILD-UP OF ARMY IS ACCELERATED. Chancellor Julius 
Raab declared in a recent radio address that the constitution 
of the Austrian Federal Army must be completed with max- 
imum speed during the coming months. The Military Service 
[.aw will be one of the first pieces of legislation submitted 
to the new Parliament. Moreover, the Steering Committee of 
Parliament will deal shortly with a regulation relating to the 
‘‘prolongation of regular military duty.’’ This involves the 
determination of the period of service for persons liable to 
military 
serve 


duty who are willing to take special training and 
for longer periods — prolonged service being a pre- 
requisite for special training. 

The 
apply 


of regular military duty’’ does not 
special branches of service, as for 
example the tank corps. The draft of the regulation provides 
that assistant gunners in tank units need serve only nine 
months, whereas tank drivers and gunners must voluntarily 
serve for longer periods. The same conditions also apply to 
other branches of service. 


‘‘nrolongation 
universally to 


Work is also in hand on the completion of a draft Federal 
law on insurance protection for members of the Federal Army. 
Since a number of ministries are involved in this problem, 
agreement has not yet been reached on all points. Likewise, 
the draft of a law on army pensions is being prepared. It is 
planned that the latter law will be put into effect in the same 
manner as the war victims pension law. Other legislation 
being prepared includes an Army Discipline Law, as well as 
amendments to the Military Penal Code of 1912, which re- 
quires adjustment to the Defense Law and the new 
The draft of an amendment on criminal pro- 
cedure has likewise been completed. 


new 
Service Code. 


It is expected that all of the laws and amendments re- 
lating to the prolongation of regular military duty will be 
passed by Parliament or the Steering Committee early enough 
for them to become effective as of October 1. 

October | is the date for the call-up of the first ‘‘instal- 
ment’’: men of the class of 1937 who are eligible for military 
duty. 

NEW COALITION GOVERNMENT (Cont'd from page 1) 
on a coalition agreement whose most important points are 
the following: 


Nationalized Industries 


The former Ministry of Communications and Nationalized 
Industries is to be transformed into a Ministry of Communi- 
cations and Electricity. The following competences of the 


—— 


former Ministry of Communications and Nationalized Fnter. 
prises are being transferred to the province of the Federa| 
Government: 

a. the tasks incumbent upon the Ministry relative to the 
participation of the Federal Government in given enterprise: 
in compliance with the Nationalization Law; 

b. the business connected with the participation of the 
Federal Government in enterprises related to nationalized 
enterprises and plants; 

c. the business of industrial cooperatives which have 
previously been under the jurisdiction of the Ministry of 
Nationalized Enterprises; 

d. the business of official administrative and supervis: 
bodies connected with enterprises covered by the National- 
ization Law; 

e. powers relative to assets serving the Austrian broai- 
casting system. 

The Federal Chancellery will assume the responsibility 
for preparing and executing the decisions of the Federa! 
Government and other tasks related to matters listed above 

The Federal Government is planning to organize a 
limited liability comnany to exercise the Government’s 
share rights in the enterprises mentioned by the Nationali- 
zation Law. The Federal Government will constitute the 
general meeting of this corporation, while the Board 
Directors will be made up of a six-member committee of 
Cabinet Ministers under the chairmanship of the Chance! lor 
The other members of the board will be the Vice-Chance!lor 
the Minister of Finance, the Minister of Trade and Recon- 
struction, the Minister of Social ‘Yelfare and the Minister of 
Communications and Power. The Board of Directors will 
make its decisions by majority vote, in accordance wit! 
corporation law; in the event of a tie, the deciding vote wil! 
be cast by the Chancellor as Chairman of the Board. Th« 
business of this corporation will be carried out by competent 
personnel with previous business training. 


ry 
a) 


Petroleum 

Austria’s oil resources, nationalized or, as the case | 
be, transferred to the ownership of the Federal Government 
under the terms of the State Treaty, will be administered b) 
the Austrian Petroleum Administration, a joint stock corpora: 
tion yet to be formed. The stock in this corporation wil! be 
administered by the above-mentioned limited liability cor 
pany with the Federal Government comprising its genera! 
meeting and the six-member Cabinet committee under thé 
chairmanship of the Chancellor as its board of directors. 


Nationalized Banks 


The nationalized banks will not be affected by the ne" 
arrangement; they will continue to be under the jurisdiction 
of the Ministry of Finance. 


— 


=~ 





Radio 


Radio affairs are being transferred to the Federal Govern: 
ment. The Federal Chancellery will be charged with the 


formulation of Government policy, with the execution of the 
Cabinet’s decisions and other related business. 

In drawing up principles of programming and reaching 
decisions on technical broadcasting problems, the Federal 
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Government will act through a Ministerial Committee made up 
of the Chancellor, who will act as Chairman, the Vice-Chan- 
r, the Minister of Education and the Minister of Cor- 
munications and Power. 
Moreover, aS soon as it is feasible, a special broad- 
ing corporation will replace the provisional public 
nagement which is currently functioning in the broadcast- 
field. Assuming the legal requirements have been met 
the Ministry of Communications and Electricity will 
rant approval no later than Jan. 1, 1957, to the application 
1 concession on the part of this corporation which is 
t to be formed. 
National Defense 
The Ministry of National Defense, which is to be newly 
ned, will take over the business hitherto carried on by 
National Defense Office of the Federal Chancellery. 


EMBLEM FOR MILITARY PLANES. The _ identification 
irking of Austrian Army aircraft will be a white, equilateral 

triangle standing on one of its angles in a red circle. This 
rking will be supplemented by figures and letters as 
rvice designations. 


VISA AGREEMENT BETWEEN AUSTRIA AND CANADA. 
‘‘non-immigrant’’ visa agreement has been signed in 
by the Canadian Secretary of State for External 
\ffairs, Mr. Lester B. Pearson, and the Austrian Minister 
‘anada, Dr. Kurt Waldheim. Under the terms of this agree- 
‘nt, which came into force on July Ist, Canadian citizens 
| no longer need visas to visit Austria for periods under 
three months. Canadians intending to spend more than three 
nths in Austria will still require a visa which will be 
ued free of charge by any Austrian Diplomatic or Con- 
ilar Mission. Austrians who apply will be issued free visas 
lid for an unlimited number of entries into Canada during 
neriod of twelve months from the date of issue. 


ARCHBISHOP OF VIENNA ENTHRONED. Dr. Franz Koenig, 

new Archbishop of Vienna, was recently enthroned in 
t. Stephen’s Cathedral. The ceremony was attended by the 
Federal President and members of the Government. 


ARCHBISHOP JACHYM APPOINTED COADJUTOR. Pope 
Pius XII has appointed Archbishop Franz Jachym ‘‘Coadjutor 
sedi datus’’ of Vienna. Until his appointment, Archbishop 


Jachym had been acting as vicar capitular of the Vienna 
l1locese, 


EUROPEAN PARLIAMENTARIAN CONFERENCE. A con- 
ference of European Parliamentarians, organized by the 
Muropean Movement, will be held in Vienna from September 
-9. The meeting is taking place at the invitation of the 
\ustrian Parliamentary Council of the European Movement. 
rhe Belgian delegates Bohy and de la Vallee Boussin, 
.ccompanied by Secretary General van Schendel of the 
“uropean Movement, have arrived in Vienna to discuss 
arrangements for the meeting. 

The agenda provides for addresses by Belgian Foreign 
Minister Spaak on the role of various European organizations, 
a report by former Italian Prime Minister Pella who is now 
president of the general assembly of the European Coal and 


ttawa 





Steel Community, and by Robert Schuman, President of the 
European Movement and former French Prime Minister. 
Reports on the position of Furone in the world and on 
Fast-West relationshins will be delivered by former French 
Prime Minister Reynaud and by Carlo Schmid, Vice-President 
of the West German Parliament. 


VIENNA PHYSICIANS HONORED. Professor Hans Hoff, M.D., 
Director of the Vienna Psychiatric Clinic, has been appointed 
an honorary member by both the Turkish and the Greek Phy- 
sicians’ Associations. A member of the American Academy 
of Neurology, he has now been admitted to the American 
Psychiatry Association as a corresponding member. Pro- 
fessor Hermann Knaus, M.D., has been named an honorary 
member of the Italian Society for Obstetrics and Gynecology. 
In Pasadena, California, Dr. Viktor F. Frankl, of Vienna 
University, was elected to the ‘‘Board of Internationa] 
Consultants.’’ 


GOVERNMENT DECLARATION (Continued from page 1) 
period of barely six months. 
stability of prices, this 
increment in net wages. 


of the demonstrated 
represents a genuine 


In view 
increase 


Tax Relief 


On the subject of tax policy, Herr Raab stated that it 
would be necessary to apply the principle of equal taxation to 
the nationalized as well as to the private sections of the 
economy. It is also intended to simplify the system of 
taxation, thereby providing relief for the small businessman, 
in particular. 

broadening the Basis of Ownership 

Recognizing that excessive concentration of wealth 
represents a danger to the country’s economic and social 
order, which is based on the freedom of the individual, the 
Government indicated that it was planning to establish the 
prerequisites for a distribution of wealth on the broadest 
possible basis. It is intended that every Austrian should 
have anopportunity to have a share in the country’s production 
facilities. It is also intended that the nationalized banks 
should participate in the efforts to broaden the 
ownership by disposing of industrial stocks. 


basis of 


U.N. — Membership, Neutral Status 


Turning to foreign policy matters, Chancellor Raab 
declared that the entry of the State Treaty into effect had 
opened up a new era of hope and promise in Austrian history 
and politics. Stating that neutrality is to constitute the 
guiding principle in Austria’s foreign policy, he mentioned 
that 53 nations have now recognized Austria’s new status. 
Her Raab pointed out that neutrality does not impose any 
ideological ties on the individual citizen: ‘‘le are determined 
to defend the neutrality and freedom of our country against 
any attack, using every means at our disposal.” 

The Chancellor reported that this fall Austria would 
participate for the first time in the work of the General 


Assembly of the United Nations. In September a decision is 
to be reached on the subject of Austria’s invitation to the 
International Atomic Authority, now in the process of forma- 
tion, to establish its headquarters in Vienna. Raab declared 
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that the country’s reason for joining the European Council 
was the same one motivating her cooperation with the United 
Nations: Austria desires to make her contribution to inter- 
national understanding. 


In his survey of Austria’s relations with other nations, 
the Chancellor singled out the United States, whose friend- 
ship for Austria continues to be manifested in as impressive 
a manner as during the period of the occupation. 


Austria’s Function in Europe 


Declaring that the prerequisites for Austria’s future 
development were favorable in every respect, the Chancellor 
recalled that Austria had always fulfilled her function at the 
center of the Old World not for herself alone but for all of 
Europe. The prerequisite for Austria’s fulfilment of this role 
is that she have her freedom and independence. In carrying 
out this function, the Austrians are fulfilling their task as 
Europeans in and for Furope, the Chancellor declared. 


VIENNA MEETING OF REALTORS. The Seventh Congress 
of the International Association of Building Managers and 
Real Estate Brokers, meeting in Vienna’s Liechtenstein 
Palace, has now been concluded. The congress was held 
under the honorary sponsorship of Austrian Trade Minister 
Illig. ‘‘‘The choice of Vienna as the site of the congress is 
significant in long-term effect,’’ John C. Tysen, president 
of Previews, Inc., declared in an interview with the ‘‘New 
York Herald Tribune’’ before leaving for Europe to attend 
the congress. ‘‘Real estate men are making progress and 
hope to make more in speeding the exchange of business 
information and development of trade in real property among 
all nations.’’ 


““AUSTRIANS LIVING ABROAD'’ TO STEP UPACTIVITIES. 
During June, the Coordination Center for Austrians Living 
Abroad held its first regular meeting under the chairmanship 
of Clemens Holzmeister, president of the organization. The 
report on the Center’s activities during the first year of its 
existence demonstrated that it had successfully fulfilled its 
function of representing the manifold interests in Austria of 
Austrian citizens residing abroad. Another important function 
of the organization is that of collaborating with the office of 
the aid fund for Austrian political persecutees now living 
abroad. Among the interesting projects scheduled by the 
Center are the publication of a ‘‘Who’s Who’’ of Austrians 
abroad as well as the preparation of an exhibition and a 
bibliography dealing with Austrian literature that has origin- 
ated abroad. 


AIR TRAVEL TO AUSTRIA FASTER AND CHEAPER. The 
New York — Vienna run is now being completed in 18 
hours and less, and not only by Pan American Airways 
as was reported in our June 16th issue (‘‘New York-Vienna 
in 18 Hours,’’ page 5). A statement received after the pub 
lication of this item informs us that BOAC, KLM, SAS and 
Air France have all instituted comparable flight schedules. 
Moreover, aS was agreed at the International Air Traffic 
Conference held recently in Cannes, beginning October 1, 
1956, the rate for a 15-day round-trip excursion will be cut to 
$425 from the present rate of $522. A new third-class fare 
has also been planned: starting April 1, 1958, the new low 


fare will be based on a 20% reduction of the tourist class 
rate in force at that time. There will be no time limit on this 
type of round-trip ticket. 


AIRPORT HELICOPTER SERVICE INSTITUTED. The first 
helicopter, run by the Austrian State Tourist Service, recent- 
ly touched down on the roof of Vienna’s Western Railroad 
Station. The one-way trip from Schwechat Airport was ac- 
complished in 10 minutes, a feat that cannot be approached 
by any other means of transportation. After a trial period, 
a regular flight schedule will be instituted which will have 
the added advantage of improving the capital’s posta] 
services by transporting airmail letters at top speed. A 
connection to the Vienna South-Eastern Railroad Station is 
also planned to provide a regular air-taxi service linking 
both railroad centers with Schwechat Airport for speedy 
passenger transportation. 


‘‘THERE'S NOTHING LIKE IT."’ Wally Byam, leader of the 
American ‘‘trailer nomads’’ who have set up camp on the 
camping site at Rodaun near Vienna is not having an easy 
time keeping his flock together. At the insistence of a 
majority, the group’s departure for Graz had to be postponed 
and some of the members are even dissatisfied with the new 
departure date. As a result, some of the ‘‘Vienna enthusiasts” 
in the caravan are remaining in Vienna with their trailers 
and will attempt to catch up with the main group later on. 
High spirits prevailed among these Americans who sport 
blue and red berets: they spent an evening at a ‘‘Heurigen’’ 
in Sievering and the comment of these ‘‘nomads’’ who have 
travelled through half of Europe was that ‘‘there’s nothing 
like it.’’ 

In spite of initial difficulties connected with obtaining 
tickets for the Federal theaters — most of the seats having 
been reserved for the delegates to the World Power Con- 
ference — a visit of the ‘‘Byam group’’ to the State Opera 
was ‘nevertheless arranged. The remainder went to the 
Volksoper for a performance of Lehar’s ‘‘Land of Smiles.”’ 
Roth groups were equally enthusiastic. 

( Quoted from ‘‘Die Presse’’, Vienna, June 22 ) 


VIENNA'S ‘‘FERRIS WHEEL’’ SPINS OUT ITS DIAMOND 
JUBILEE IN FINE FETTLE. Vienna’s sturdy Ferris wheel, 
the famous landmark towering 220 feet over the Prater amuse- 
ment park, has reached the respectable age of 60 and is 
still going strong. At the time of its construction, the wheel 
rivalled the Fiffel Tower as a marvel of the technical age. 
Badly damaged during the last war, it stood dilapidated amid 
a heap of rubble when it was haunted by the Third Man in 
the shape of Mr. Orson Welles. A symbol of the march of 
time, it has now been presented with a new motor,a new 
coat of paint and a twin garland of electric lights and thus 
gaily bedecked it celebrated its birthday on June 24. 


POWER EXCHANGES BETWEEN EUROPEAN COUNTRIES. 
At a recent meeting of business leaders, Dr. Rudolf Stahl, 
General Director of the Austrian Electric Power Corporation, 
called attention to the need for close Furopean cooperation 
in the field of electricity supply. Until now, the exchange 
of electric power between European nations has been at 4 
representing approximately 3% 


minimum level, of total 
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production. The speaker emphasized that this rate is com- 
pletely out of proportion to the progress registered in other 
economic fields. Past exchanges have merely been part of a 
system of temporary mutual assistance. The system operates 
n a fixed basis between Tyrol and Bavaria and also be- 
tween Western Germany and France, whereas in other cases 
it has been applied only on special occasions. 

The problem which has now arisen in this field is that of 
establishing a permanent system of collaboration. According 
to the speaker, the question which must be discussed is not 
that of power deliveries from occasional surpluses but rather 
the joint erection of stations which would generate and 
export power in accordance with international arrangements. 
Pointing out that the concept of export power plants assumes 
that the supplying country still has an abundant surplus of 
energy sources after taking care of its own requirements, 
Dr. Stahl added that, as far as Austria is concerned, the 
sources in question are the water power of the Western Alps 
ind that of the Danube in the eastern part of the country. 
He estimated that the annual water reserves of the Danube, 
following completion of the expansion work on the Jochen- 
stein and Ybbs-Persenbeug power projects, would be ap- 
proximately 12 billion KWH. In view of the steady increase 

the number of new projects, Austria’s reserves from 
storage power plants can be estimated at 10 to 15 million 
KWH annually. Current Austrian power requirements amount 
to approximately 11 billion KWH annually. 

Since the European capital market is today greatly re- 
stricted, the financing of power plants operated for purposes 
if international exchange cannot be left to the exporting 
‘ountry. In the case of Austria, the speaker pointed out, 
efforts would have to be made to ensure joint international 
financing of undeveloped hydroelectric power reserves. 
Participation of the power purchaser in the financing of 
power plants is both desirable and necessary, as is also 
‘oncerted European thinking on the idea. These considera- 
tions would be the prerequisites for financial stability of 
such power export units and their eligibility for power 
ievelopment loans by European and, especially, American 
‘apital. 

NEARLY ONE-THIRD OF AUSTRIA IS LIKELY OIL AREA. 
During recent months, the Federal Geological Institute has 
been making an estimate of the petroleum and natural gas 
resources discovered in Lower Austria and classifying them 
n a qualitative basis — in terms of their geological structure 

aS areas with oil-bearing indications. It has been estab- 
‘ished that approximately 9,500 sq. miles of Austria’s total 
trea of 32,500 sq. miles can be described as likely to be 
il-bearing. Of course, the anticipated value for the different 
ireas varies considerably. Even the fields already discovered 
exhibit wide variations as regards their reserves. In the 
Vienna Basin, it has been proven that 58 million tons of 
petroleum and 20 billion cubic meters of natural gas can be 
xtracted. In the near future, therefore, the Vienna Basin will 
yntinue to be the region offering the greatest prospects for 
liscovering new gas and oil fields. Of these, the Matzen oil 
field, which was discovered only in 1949 and which is now 
it the peak of its productive development, occupies first 
place. Last year it accounted for 78 per cent of Austria’s 





total production of 3,666,112 tons, 54 million tons in re- 
serves, i.e. 92 per cent of the country’s total reserves, have 
been discovered at Matzen. 

Of the natural gas reserves, the largest is the field at 
Zwerndorf, discovered in 1952 and having an extractable 
supply of approximately 14 billion cubic meters. A number of 
oil horizons at Matzen also have extensive gas caps which, 
however, will be available for use only after the oil reserves 
have been extracted, perhaps decades hence. 

It is estimated that approximately 8 to 10 billion cubic 
meters of natural gas can be obtained from the above-men- 
tioned field. A few billion cubic meters of natural gas are 
also produced in connection with the extraction of petroleum. 

The fact that the Puchkirchen well has become oil- 
bearing has confirmed the view of geologists that large 
sections of the Alpine foothills of Upper Austria 
petroleum deposits. 

The report of the Geological Institute also states that 
the western parts of Lower Austria can also be described as 
having oil-bearing indications, since tkey are situated in the 
extension of the Alpine foothills of Upper Austria. 


NEW USES FOR BLAST STEEL. Blast steel, developed by 
Austrian metallurgists, has recently been tested for use in 
railroadcar manufacture. The Simmering-Graz-Pauker Corpo- 
ration has received a shipment of freight car tops and of 
various steel profiles made of blast steel for use in freight- 
car assembly. If utilization of this type of steel proves 
itself during the testing period, Austrian companies will 
convert to blast steel and will thus considerably reduce 
their costs. 


NITROGENOUS FERTILIZER EXPORT INCREASE. The 
Austrian Nitrogen Plant exported 164,000 tons of fertilizer 
during the first quarter of 1956 as compared to 99,000 tons 
exported during the first quarter of 1955, an increase of 
65%. The greater part of this increase was shipped to new 
customers in the Far East. 


AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION UP. The Austrian Institute 
for Economic Research has issued a special report on the 
yield and productivity of Austrian agriculture. 

It is estimated that after the war, Austrian agricultural 
output dropped to half that of the pre-war period. In 1955, 
labor productivity was 29 per cent higher than the pre-war 
level and the value per acre was 17 per cent higher. These 
productivity figures are the result of anincrease in the output 
of wegricultural products accompanied by a concurrent de- 
crease in the number of farm workers (in 1937, a total of 
1.23 million persons were employed in agriculture; in 1955 
there were only 1.05 million). In terms of the 1937 price in- 
dex, the 1955 output of grown products was 589.8 million 
schillings (531.3 million in 1937) and of animal products 
1.12 billion schillings (1.02 billion in 1937). 

LIMITED URANIUM DEPOSITS IN AUSTRIA. According to 
Austrian press reports, uranium deposits have been found in 
Huettenberg, Carinthia, in the area in which the Oester- 
reichische Alpine Montangesellschaft (Austrian-Alpine 
Mining Company) mines Carinthian ore. Other uranium de- 
posits in Austria have likewise been discovered in Carinthia, 
in the Koralpe and Saualpe regions as well as at Spittal an 
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der Drau. All of these deposits, as well as the discoveries 
in the Oberlaussa bauxite area in Upper Austria — which is 
mine’? by the Ranshofen Aluminum Works — are only of 
scientific significance. The same apnlies to the uranium 
deposits in the Gastein Valley, which have been known for 
a long time, and also to those throughout the Tauern chain, 
Since their uranium content is still below the level which 
is worth mining. 

However, in a recent lecture to a group of Vienna geol- 
Professor Hauttermann of Zurich pointed out that 
this level is in a state of flux and that in the years to come 
it may be expected that, as a result of suitable processing 
and inexpensive extraction methods, deposits which are 
presently neglected will be put into use. 

The United Austrian Iron and Steel Works (VOeST) in 
Linz have already studied all questions connected with the 
construction of a reactor. According to statements by Dr. 
Rigele, one of the company’s officials, VOeST is of the 
opinion that Austria’s interests require that a survey of the 
country’s supply of atomic fuel capable of exploitation be pre- 
pared in the near future. 


FOURTH LINZ BLAST FURNACE TO BE BLOWN IN. 
Early in August the United Austrian Iron and Steel Works 
(VOeST) will blow in its fourth blast furnace, as the result 
if which production of pig iron will be increased by approx- 
imately 350,000 tons per year. The key factor in the decision 
to blow in a fourth blast furnace was the increase in steel 
production to 1.1 million tons annually which will be reached 
in mid-July with the three-converter operation in the blast- 
steel plant. As of that time, the Linz Steel Works will be 
processing 800,000 tons of pig iron. The output of the fourth 
blast furnace which will be left after these requirements 
have been covered has already been sold, by means of export 
agreements, through the first quarter of 1957, As a result of 
the increase in pig iron production, the VOeST has increased 
its purchases of coal to 2.3 million tons and of ore to 2.2 
million tons annually. 


ogists, 
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KARAJAN TO HEAD VIENNA OPERA. A contract providing 
for the appointment of Herbert Karajan as artistic director of 
the Vienna State Opera company, effective September 1, 1956, 
was Signed recently by Karajan and Ernst Marboe, head of 
the State Theater Administration, in the presence of Finance 
Minister Reinhard Kamitz, after which it was ratified by 
Minister of Education Heinrich Drimmel. The earliest dis- 
solution date provided under the contract is August 31, 1958. 

After confirmation of the agreement, Karajan made an 
announcement of some of his plans for the future. Among 
other things, he announced that the opera, in accordance 
with its traditions, would be operated purely as a repertory 
theater; also, that it was planned to engage the services of a 
number of worldfamous conductors to assist him in his 
conducting activities and help cope with the heavy demands 
of the company’s repertory. It is hoped to obtain the services 
of conductors like Boehm, Cluytens, Giulini, Kempe, Knap- 


pertsbusch, Krips, Mitropoulos, Rossi and Szell. Karajan 
hopes to foster competition, in the best sense of the word, 
by attracting the most outstanding conductors and performing 
artists. There are also plans for close collaboration between 
the Vienna State Opera and La Scala of Milan, providing not 
only for reciprocal artistic collaboration but also for a solu- 
tion to the problem of performing Italian opera in Vienna. 
Karajan indicated that preparations can get under way im- 
mediately. Rehearsals will begin in January 1957; first 
results may be expected in April 1957. Karajan will conduct 
40 performances during the season. Among the works which 
will be presented under his direction are Verdi’s ‘‘Othello”’ 
and Wagner’s ‘‘Die Walkuere.’’ 


VIENNA AND LA SCALA OPERA COMPANIES SIGN 
AGREEMENT. A three-year contract providing for friendly 
and close collaboration between the Vienna Opera Company 
and Milan’s Teatro alla Scala has now been concluded be 
tween the Italian company, on the one hand, and Ernst 
Marboe, head of the State Theater Administration, and 
Herbert Karajan, the newly-appointed artistic director of the 
Vienna State Opera, on the other. The agreement will go 
into effect on September 1, 1956. This collaboration, it is 
widely neld, is in accordance with the traditions of both 
companies; it provides for cooperation in the programming of 
classic and modern operatic works, for guest appearances 
involving an exchange of conductors, singers, directors, 
stage designers and technicians, and for the encouragement 
and training of young artists in both theaters. The prograr 
of the Salzburg Festivals will also come under the scope of 
this agreement. 


“THEATER IN DER JOSEFSTADT'’ TO OPEN IN NEW 
YORK WITH GALA PERFORMANCE SEPTEMBER 4TH. 
As reported in our previous issue, the Vienna ‘‘Theater in 
Josefstadt’’ will open at New York’s Barbizon Plaza Thea- 
ter with ‘‘Rendezvous in Wien’’, a comedy by Fritz Eck- 
hardt. Having represented Austria at the Paris Festival wit! 
great honors, the company is now touring South Americ 
Its New York appearance is scheduled not, as has been 
erroneously stated, for July, but for September 4-13, 195¢ 
According to the company’s New York manager, Mr. Feli* 
Gerstmann, tickets can now be obtained through his offic: 
at 140 ‘Vest 42nd Street, telephone LO 4-6990. 
BURGTHEATER REPERTORY ANNOUNCED. The 1956-57 
repertories of Vienna’s Burgtheater and Akademietheater 
have now been established. The Burgtheater is scheduled 
to offer ten new productions, including a number of clas- 
sical works, three Vienna premieres and one world premiere 
The Akademietheater will present eight new productions, 
most of them Vienna and world premieres. The classics to bé 
presented by the Burgtheater include Shakespeare’s ‘‘Th 
Merchant of Venice’’ and ‘‘Cymbeline,’’ Aeschylus ' 
‘‘Oresteia,’’ Schiller’s ‘‘Maria Stuart’’ and Grillparzer’s 


‘*Ein Bruderzwist in Habsburg.’’ Among the more modern 
works, there will be Strindberg’s ‘‘To Damascus,’’ Pau! 
Claudel’s ‘‘Christopher Columbus,’’ Rudolf Holzer’s ‘‘Jus- 
titia’’ and Max Mell’s ‘‘Jeanne d’Arc’’, scheduled for the 
Bregenz Festival (later to be included in the Vienna reper- 
tory). The only world premiere this season is that of Fritz 

















tiochwaelder’s new play, ‘‘Die Herberge.’”’ 
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The Akademietheater is presenting Hofmannsthal’s 
medy ‘‘Der Unbestechiiche,’’ Eugene O’Neill’s (‘‘The 


Moon of the Caribbees,’’ Hebbel’s ‘‘Maria Magdalena,’’ 
Nestroy’s ‘‘Verhaengnisvolle Faschingsnacht,’’ J.M. Barrie’s 


fine Frau ohne Charme,’’ Douglas Home’s ‘‘Junger Herr 


fuer Jenny,’’ Hermann Heinz Ortner’s ‘‘Schuster Anton Hitt’’ 


nd Fritz Herzmanowsky-Orlando’s satire ‘‘Kaiser Josef und 
jie Bahnwaerterstochter.’’ 


VOLKSTHEATER ANNOUNCES NEW PROGRAM. The 
ienna Volkstheater, which recently achieved an outstanding 
iccess with its premiere of William Faulkner’s ‘‘Requiem 

for a Nun,’’ has now announced its program for the coming 
eason. The 1956-57 season will open with Guenther Bux- 

haum’s ‘‘Das Lied der Stummen.’’ The author of this play, 
which is being given its world premiere, is the 1955 winner of 
State Prize for the Advancement of Literature. The 

Volkstheater is also planning productions of Shakespeare’s 
‘Othello,’’ Grillparzer’s ‘‘Bruderzwist,’’ Duerrenmatt’s 

‘‘Besuch der alten Dame,’’ Neumann’s ‘‘Der Patriot,’’ 
Asmodi’s ‘‘Jenseits vom Paradies,’’ Malraux’ ‘‘So lebt der 

Mensch’’ as well as comedies by Anzengruber, Gogol, Goetz, 

Pagnol, Barrie, Linck, Sarment, Patrick and Kamare. The 
series known as ‘‘Contemporary Drama’’ will include three 

plays: ‘(Die chinesiche Mauer’’ by Max Frisch, ‘‘Der 

Baerenhaeuter’’ by Paul Willems and ‘‘The Grass Harp’’ by 

Iruman Capote. 


STRAVINSKY, COCTEAU TO PRODUCE “OEDIPUS REX"’ 
IN VIENNA. A performance of Igor Stravinsky’s ‘‘Oedipus 
Rex,’’ conducted by the composer himself at the Konzerthaus, 
is expected to be the outstanding event of the coming mus- 
ical season in Vienna. Jean Cocteau, the author of the text 
to this oratorio, will act as narrator. 

Stravinsky’s music is represented extensively on Vienna 
‘oncert programs. Among other works, his ‘‘Firebird Suite,’’ 
iis symphony for wind instruments and his ‘‘Ornheus’’ ballet 
music will be heard next season. Among the other ‘‘Modern 
‘lassicists’’ who will be represented are Bartok (with 
nerformances of his violin concerto, Second Piano Concerto, 
a divertimento and his Concerto for Orchestra), Hindemith 
‘‘Mathis’’ Suite), Martin and Martinu (with their respective 
violin concertos), Prokofiev (cello concerto). Among the 
representatives of the twelve-tone school whose works are 
scheduled for nerformance are Schoenberg (Orchestral Var- 
iations) Webern (Symphony, op. 21). Karlheinz Stockhausen, 
1 composer of the electronic sound school, will be repre- 
sented by his ‘‘Counterpoints.’’ 

As usual, guest conductors from numerous foreign coun- 
tries will be heard during the coming Vienna season. Along 
vith performances led by such ‘‘old timers’’ as Schuricht 
and Klemperer, there will be concerts under the direction of 
“‘younger generation’’ conductors, such as Argenta, Giulini 
and the American-Belgian Lorin Maazel. Fricsay, a musical 
purist, will also occuny the podium, along with Keilberth, 
Krips, Sacher and Stokowski. 


EDUCATION FILM SHOWS EXCAVATIONS AT EPHESUS. 
The shooting of scenes on location at the Ephesus excava- 
tion project, conducted under the supervision of the Inns- 
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bruck Professor of Archeology, Franz Miltner, has recently 
been completed. Screenings of this education film, spon- 
sored by the Austrian Ministry of Education, will be shown 
in Rome, London and Paris at the same time as the first 
showing in Austria. Work at Ephesus will continue this 
year, again under the auspices of the Austrian Institute of 
Archeology. 





AMERICAN CAMERAMAN MAKING COLOR FILM AT ZELL 
AM SEE. Farl Brink, an American motion picture cameraman 
and lecturer, is currently making a study trip through Aus- 
tria, accompanied by Jan Boon and Jack Grenard, an as- 
Sistant. This team is engaged in the production of a 90- 
minute color film about Austria. The film will be given its 
first showing in a Detroit telecast. 


REGINA SCHOEPF MAKING FILM IN SALZBURG. Regina 
Schoepf of Seefeld, who took second place at the Cortina 
Olympic Games, will soon be seen on the movie screen. 
While filming the outdoor shots for his picture ‘‘Pulverschnee 
nach Uebersee,’’ Hermann Leitner, The Salzburg film director, 
met Miss Schoepf and engaged her on the spot for a speaking 
part as a chambermaid. 


FIRST QUARTER FILM STATISTICS FOR VIENNA THEA- 
TERS. The following information on movies shown in Vienna 
theatres during the first quarter of this year has just been 
released. Total number of pictures shown: 126, including 
21 Cinemascope productions, 48 from the U.S., 39 from West 
Germany, 14 from France, 10 from Italy, 8 from domestic 
studios, 4 from England and one each from Japan, Mexico 
and Russia. Seven films were joint productions. Five French, 
one English and one Japanese film were shown in their 
original language, all others having been dubbed. 


EDUARD STRAUSS CONDUCTING IN JAPAN. The Vien- 
nese conductor Eduard Strauss, a descendant of the ‘‘Waltz 
King,’’ will direct a number of concerts in Tokyo and other 
Japanese cities from July 15 to October 15, 


GEORGE SEATON IN VIENNA. George Seaton, Hollywood 
producer and director, arrived in Vienna during the first week 
in July for a short visit. Seaton is the President of the 
American Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences. 
Among the films which he has produced are ‘‘The Country 
Girl,’’ ‘‘The Bridges of Toko-Ri’’ and ‘‘The Proud and the 
Profane.’’ 


KOKOSCHKA HONORED, LIFE TO BE FILMED. Oskar 
Kokoschka, the famous Austrian artist, has been awarded 
the Honorary Ring of the small Danube town of Poechlarn 
where he was born. The Ring is 4 new award, created spe- 
cially for the occasion. 

A color film depicting the life and works of the great 
painter is to go into production shortly under the auspices of 
the Ministry of Education. Parts of the film will be shot in 
Vienna and Linz, others at Kokoschka’s ‘‘School of Vision’’ 
in Salzburg Castle. The world premiere of the Kokoschka 
film is scheduled for this fall. 


PREPARATIONS FOR WORLD CONGRESS OF CHORAL 
DIRECTORS. The ‘‘Oesterreichische Saengerbund’’ has 


been carrying on extensive preparatory work for next year’s 
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World Congress of Choral Directors in Innsbruck.52-countries 
have announced their intention to participate, among them the 
Vatican City, Russia and several Fastern countries. 


EUROPEAN COUNCIL DELEGATES AT ‘‘YOUTH CHORAL 
FESTIVAL."’ The 1956 Austrian Youth Choral Festival 
which was held in Salzburg featured the participation of 45 
choral groups, numbering some 1,700, members from all of the 
Austrian provinces. A guest ensemble from the United States 
also took part. The prize-winning groups were heard at a 
final concert in the Festival House. 

The event took on special significance in view of the 
fact that the European Council is considering the possibility 
of expanding the Austrian Youth Choral Festival 
Furopean Youth Choral Festival. For this reason, invitations 
to attend the Salzburg event were extended not only to 
prominent musical educators from abroad, but also to mem- 
bers of the Sub-Committee on Youth of the European Coun- 
cil’s Committee of Experts on Culture. 


into a 


AUSTRIAN WINS PRIZE FOR ORGAN COMPOSITION. Josef 
Friedrich Doppelbauer, an Austrian composer from Wels, has 
awarded the first prize in the 1955 International Organ 
Competition, an event held annually at Haarlem in the Nether- 
lands. Doppelbauer’s composition, a sonatina, was selected 
from 47 entries from 13 countries. 


12TH “FORUM ALPBACh"’. The 12th International College 
of the ‘‘European Forum Alpbach’’ will be held at the Tyrolian 


been 


mountain-village Alpbach between August 17th and Septembe, 
6th, 1956. The subject of discussions will be ‘‘Evolution an; 
Revolution.’* Leading scientists and historians, among those 
Mr. Giorgio de Santilliania, Professor of History of Sciences 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Cambridge, Mass., 
Mr. John Gray, Department of Scientific and Industrial] Re- 
search, London, the professor of political science, Mr. How- 
ard Ellis, University of California, Berkeley, and Mr. Gott- 
fried Haberler, University of Harvard, Cambridge, Mass., wil! 
be chairmen of 16 working-groups discussing subjects like 
‘*Legality and Revolution’’, ‘‘Phenomenology of revolutions 
and psychology of revolutions’’, 


SPECIAL FISCHER VON ERLACH STAMP. A special stam: 
has been issued in honor of the 300th birthday on July 20t} 


of Johann Bernhard Fischer von Erlach, Austrian architec: 


of the baroque era and one of the great- - 
est of his time. ‘‘Architect to three Emp- 
erors,’’ he designed palaces, churches 
and triumphal arches of which Schoen- 
brunn Palace and St. Charles’ Church in 
Vienna are the most famous. 

Engraved by Rudolf Toth after a de- 
sign by Robert Fuchs, the brown stamp 
measures approximately 1 x 1.4 inches _ 
(25.8 x 34.5 mm) and depicts a portrait of 'Piecker von Erlact 
based on contemporary etchings. The legend reads: ‘‘Jot 
Bernh. Fischer v. Erlach 1656-1956.’’ 
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